
The national election 

campaign season is ongoing 

and presidentiables engage 

on their own gimmicks and 

agenda to woo the Filipino 

voters.  They are bombarding 

the tri-media, from television, 

radio, print and especially the 

social media.  Naturally, they 

claim to solve poverty and 

hunger, but common among 

the aspirants is the disregard, 
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Peasants appeal their 

agendas to presidentiables

conscious or unconscious, to 

the centuries-old problem 

of the Filipino society, that 

is landlessness or the feudal 

control of a rich few over vast 

tracks of land, while millions 

of farmer families bear to pay 

land rent, inhuman farm wage 

levels, usury and other forms of 

exploitation.  It is also apparent 

that they favor foreign 

investments in agriculture, that 

only means displacing more 

farmers from their land.  

Last February 3, 2016, the 

Philippine Land Reform 

Movement (PLRM), Pagkakaisa 

para sa Tunay na Repormang 

Agraryo (PATRIA) and the 

national peasant organization 

Kilusang Magbubukid ng 

Pilipinas (KMP) held a forum 

dubbed as “Peasants’ Challenge 

2016 and Beyond” at the Balay 

Kalinaw in the University of the 

Philippines (UP) Diliman.  

The activity was crowded by 

peasants, !isherfolks, peasant 

women, agricultural workers 

and rural youth,  in addition 

legislators, church sector, 

lawyers group, academe and 

youth-students. Its objective 

was to invite national 

candidates and challenge them 

to heed the peasant agenda. On 
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Waiting for Godot 1

Endless waiting for nothing 
- in many ways, the coming 

general elections in May 2016, 
as in all past elections, is like 
it. Waiting and hoping that 
change would �inally come.

General elections in the 
country are the main venues 
to install government 
leaders into positions of 
leadership – and power. In 
this forthcoming one, there 
are approximately 13,654 
positions at stake, including 
a president, a vice president, 
12 senators, 260 congressmen 
and party list representatives, 
13,580 of�icials consisting of 
governors, vice governors, 
board members, city and 
municipal mayors, vice-
mayors and councilors. 

The magnitude of turn-
over is tantamount to a 
complete revamp of the 
previous government and 
would have been ideally 
possible for full political 
change. But in this country, 

elections are designed to 
accommodate only the elite 
and members of political 
families and dynasties. – 
they who have money and 
proper connections to run for 
of�ice and occupy positions 
of power. Some contenders 
may be new players, but they 
are essentially the same as 
their predecessors. Efforts of 
independent and progressive 
contenders to intervene in 
the electoral process maybe 
possible, but may face 
formidable challenges.  

Contenders may battle 
against their opponents, 
sometimes even to the extent 
of employing violent means, 
mudslinging and below the 
belt dirty tactics. The electoral 
contest is de�ined by the 
politics of guns gold, goons 
and patronage. 

Most candidates run on 
individual platforms and 
winners regard their victories 
as their own exclusively. 
Af�iliation to political parties 
would be out of convenience 
and accommodation. Most 
political parties anyway, are 
machineries to further the 
interests of the elite who 
dominate them. These are not 
platforms for thoroughgoing 
social changes.  On Page 4
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SERVANT-POWER: “But who-

ever would be great among 
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you must be slave of all.” (Lk. 

10: 43-44)

1The title is adopted from Waiting for Godot ,  an  absurdist play premiered in 1953, by Samuel Beckett, in which 

two characters,  wait endlessly and in vain for the arrival of someone named Godot. It was voted "the most signi!i-

cant English language play of the 20th century.”
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In mounting election 
campaigns and sorties, 
candidates make promises 
and pay lip service to the 
gut issues of the masses – 
landlessness, massive poverty, 
inequality, job scarcity, human 
rights violations, extra-
judicial killings, abductions, 
involuntary disappearances, 
militarization, justice, freedom, 
democracy, sovereignty and self 
determination. They merely 
scratch - and intentionally 
evade, the root causes of social 
problems. They intentionally 
avoid the fact that the 2016 

elections are set against the 
backdrop of a global economic 
crisis and ignore real solutions 
such as the implementation 
of genuine land reform and 
national industrialization.  

When they are !inally in of!ice, 
they decide not on the basis of 
public wellbeing. They use their 
positions instead, as a license 
to advance their economic 
interests and political power. 
Corruption is well entrenched 
and endemic.  They use the full 
force of government to protect, 
reward and accommodate their 
families, friends, supporters 

and contributors. They also 
become avid implementers of 
foreign-dictated programs and 
interests. 

Hoping for change solely 
through an elite-run and 
dominated election, is indeed 
a case of waiting for Godot. 
Genuine change will only come 
when people are aroused 
and organized to take direct 
actions to assert their will and 
self-determine the future they 
want.

Photos by Kilab Multimedia

The women and men 
religious, priests and 

lay workers of the Rural 
Missionaries of the Philippines 
(RMP) joined the nation in 
denouncing the arson of 
Lumad camp at United Church 
of Christ in the Philippines 
(UCCP) Haran Compound in 
Davao City on the wee hours 
of February 24, 2016 and 
described it as “soulless.” 
This incident was suggestive 
that Lumad evacuees, though 
already inside the compound 
of a church sect, remain 
vulnerable from fascist attacks. 
The compound served as one 

“Arson of Lumad camp in Davao City,  soulless” - 

Rural Missionaries

News

their sanctuaries in Mindanao 
that started in 2014.  

“Fascist attacks continue to 
hound them. With lands taken, 
displaced, threatened, now 
while already seeking refuge, 
their sanctuary was targeted 
by arson. This injustice is 
an addendum to the long 
list of rights abuses against 
the Lumad of Mindanao,” 
RMP national coordinator Sr. 
Francis Añover, rsm said in a 
statement.

RMP said that many Lumad 
families are staying at UCCP 
Haran to escape abuses from 
the Philippine military and its 
para-military forces such as 
the Alamara, Magahat 
and others. They endure 
the hardships in living 
in makeshift homes and 
away from their farms 
or sources of livelihood. 
Determined to learn, the 
children continue their 

studies, but as result of the 
arson, they are faced anew with 
fear and trauma.

“It is apparent that they are 
not safe unless the military is 
pulled out from their ancestral 
communities, and Lumad 
killings are stopped,” Añover 
said.

“We urge on the religious 
community to denounce the 
latest atrocity. We should 
work to help them live in an 
atmosphere of peace and 
freedom from violent attacks, 
and ultimately for them to 
retake the lands seized from 
them,” ended by Añover. ###
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Peasants’ appeal 

their agendas to 

presidentiables

from Frontpage

The agenda included 
ten (10) demands for 
presidentiables such as the 
following: 
1. realization of Genuine 

Land Reform in the 
country and the passage 
of Genuine Agrarian 
Reform Bill (GARB); 

2. abandon neo-
liberal policies such 
as liberalization, 
privatization and 
deregulation of 
agriculture through 
withdrawal from 
the World Trade 
Organization (WTO), 
Asia Paci!ic Economic 
Cooperation (APEC), 
ASEAN Integration 
and other onerous free 
trade agreements which 
are detrimental to the 
interest of Filipino 
farmers;

3. return the multi-billion 
coconut levy fund as 
social service such to 
coconut farmers, revoke 
!ishing ban affecting 
the !isherfolk, the 
immediate distribution 
of aid to calamity 
victims such as the 
Emergency Shelter 
Assistance (ESA); 

4. strengthen agricultural 
production through 
subsidies, free irrigation 
and other measures, 
and provide social 
services to production; 

5. raise the farm-gate 
prices of agricultural 
products, farm wages, 
eliminate usury; 

6. revoke Public-Private 
Partnership (PPP) 

projects that resulted 
to land grabbing 
and displacement of 
agricultural land such 
as the MRT 7 inter-
modal station, Laguna 
Lake Dike Expressway 
Project (LLDEP), Clark 
Green City and others;  

7. stop the counter-
insurgency program 
Oplan Bayanihan, 
political persecution 
and other human rights 
violations and serve 
justice for the victims; 

8. advance the peace 
process between the 
Philippine government 
and National 
Democratic Front of 
the Philippines (GPH-
NDFP) and free all the 
political prisoners in 
the country; 

9. punish those who 
plundered public funds 
including agricultural 
funds and; 

10. abolish the monopoly 
control of foreign 
agro-corporations 
over Philippine 
agriculture, throw out 
the International Rice 
Research Institute 
(IRRI), oppose 
genetically engineered 
agricultural seeds 
such as the Bt Corn, 
Golden Rice, Bt Talong 
and others, ban 
agro-chemicals that 
undermined the health 
of Filipino farmers and 
bio-diversity in the 
countryside.

forum last February 20, 2016 

in UP Diliman with twelve 

(12) demands for national 

candidates.  Their main 

demand revolves around the 

repeal of the Republic Act 

No. 8550 or the Fisheries 

Code of 1998.  They call for 

a pro-people and democratic 

!isheries law that would serve 

the interest of the sector.

On March 3, 2016, the 

Amihan National Federation 

of Peasant Women convened 

their agenda forum dubbed 

as “UnladBukid at Bayan: 

Adyenda ng Kababaihang 

Magbubukid.” The peasant 

women provided thirteen 

(13) demands to candidates.  

Amihan demanded an end to 

discrimination against peasant 

women, genuine land reform, 

respect for indigenous people’s 

rights, cancellation of permit 

of destructive mining and 

immediate stop to systematic 

and widespread militarization 

of the coutryside.

RMP expresses total support 

of the peasant sectors’ agenda 

as it remind of the noble 

teachings of social justice, 

freedom from oppression 

and equality from the bible 

and urges the community for 

espousal. ###

Likewise, the !isherfolk 

group Pambansang Lakas 

ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya 

ng Pilipinas  (Pamalakaya 

Pilipinas) held their 

Fisherfolk Electoral Agenda 
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Rural Missionaries 

join 29th anniversary 

commemoration of 

Mendiola Massacre

The Rural Missionaries of 
the Philippines (RMP) 

joined the Filipino farmers’ 
in commemorating the the 
29th anniversary of atrocious 
Mendiola Massacre last 
January 22 in Manila.  Thirteen 
farmers were martyred and 
hundreds were wounded when 
government forces under the 
Cory Aquino administration 
opened !ire at the rallyists that 
reached to tens of thousands.

Prior to this, the national 
peasant group Kilusang 
Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP) 
that led the activity, initiated a 
dialogue with the Department of 
Agrarian Reform (DAR) central 
of!ice and National Irrigation 
Administration (NIA) head 
of!ice, both in Quezon City.  It 
was concluded by a protest at 
Mendiola bridge in Manila, the 
site of the massacre. 

RMP is re!lecting the injustice 
of Mendiola Massacre as 
comparable to the continuing 
oppression of the peasant sector.  
In a span of 9 days last January, 
victims of extra-judicial killings 
reached to four (4), including a 
15-year old Lumad student.  The 
group attribute this ferocity on 
the steady implementation of 
Oplan Bayanihan, the counter-
insurgency program of President 
Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino.  On 
the issue of Lumad killings, it 
is fundamentally linked to the 
grabbing of their ancestral lands 
to pave the way for the entry of 
big mining and plantation !irms. 

Under the Aquino presidencry 

as of September 2015, 2015 
farmers fell victims to extra-
judicial killings, including 
75 indigenous people and 
5 !isherfolk.  Last January, 
victims of extra-judicial killings 
were Benjie Sustento, a sugar 
worker and a member of 
National Federation of Sugar 
Workers(NFSW), killed January 
9, 2015 due to disputed farm 
lots in Murcia town, Negros 
Occidental;  Rudy Peñaranda, 
chairperson of Fisherman 
Landless Association was killed 
January 11 in Mati City, Davao 
Oriental; Albando Tingkas, 15 
years old and a Lumad student 
of Salugpongan Ta ‘Tanu 
Igkanogan Community Learning 
Center in Talaingod, Davao del 
Norte was killed January 17 by 
Alamara para-military group; 
and on January 18, Christopher 
Matibay, a Lumad leader was 
killed in Brgy. Lambajon, 
Baganga town, Davao Oriental.

"We reiterate our call to support 
the farmers' struggle for land 
and justice on the 29 years of 
injustice of Mendiola Massacre, 
and appeal to the Philippine 
legislature to pass the Genuine 
Agrarian Reform Bill or GARB”, 
stated by Sr. Francis Añover, rsm, 
RMP National Coordinator.

RMP stressed that the endless 
killings are forms of state 
repression against the farmers 
who have long been demanding 
genuine land reform in the 
country.  House Bill No. 252 
or GARB proposes free land 
distribution to farmers unlike 
the expired Republic Act 6657 
or Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program (CARP) that 
charged farmer-bene!iciaries of 
amortization.

“It is disheartening to witness at 

this modern time, that monoply 
control of a rich few to vast 
lands persists, while millions of 
Filipino farmer families suffer 
extreme poverty, hunger and 
misery,” Añover said.

Such cases of farmers’ 
displacement by big landlords 
and foreign monopoly are the 
issue of Hacienda Luisita, the 
36,000-hectare Clark Green 
City project in Tarlac, Hacienda 
Yulo in Laguna, Hacienda Looc 
in Batangas, Hacienda Dolores 
in Pampanga, the MRT-7 inter-
modal station project in Bulacan, 
the expansion of corporate 
plantations of oil palm and 
other products in Mindanao, 
the large-scale destructive 
mining operations across the 
country and other programs and 
projects.

“Lastly, as the papal encyclical 
#103 Laborem Exercens 1981 
of St. John Paul II stated that 
“Agriculture is of fundamental 
importance” and on # 101 called 
“church people to help bring 
about radical changes in order to 
restore to agriculture and rural 
people their just value as a basis 
for a healthy economy.” 

“We urge church sectors to 
help and support the peasants’ 
struggle for land and justice. It 
is morally just to support the 
call for free land distribution 
to Filipino farmers as it would 
remove the landlessness, hunger, 
poverty and injustices in our 
country”, ended by Añover. ###



In December 2010, the council 

of the Kalumbay Regional 

Lumad Organization decided 

to organize a Pigsapaani among 

its member communities. The 

previoous year, Lumad leaders 

Datu Mampaagi Belayong 

and Datu Mansubaybay were 

killed by the armed groups of 

Mario Napongahan and Datu 

Manlapangan Bato. Both of 

them had been openly against 

the entry of mining into their 

ancestral domains.

Community representatives 

from all over Bukidnon, 

Misamis Oriental, Agusal del 

Sur and Agusan del Norte 

gathered to conduct a ritual 

vowing to protect their lands 

from companies that would 

destroy their lands, and an 

assertion of their right to 

self-determined development 

and governance. The compact 

was also an expression of 

their opposition to regular 

military operations in their 

communities.

Four years later, the narrative 

has not changed. Instead, 

the situation has worsened. 

Without any case solved, 

impunity has emboldened 

paramilitary groups and state 

forces to commit several 

human rights violations. 

The start of this year saw 

several Banwaon families 

seeking refuge in the center 

of Barangay Balit in San Luis, 

Agusan del Sur after Necasio 

Precioso, Sr. was killed on 

December 22, 3014. Precioso 

The state of Lumad human rights: 
Unchanging narratives, worsened situation
by Sr. Ma. Famita N. Somogod, MSM

Northern Mindanao Region
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was both a local government 

of!icial – the barangay captain 

of Balit – and a traditional 

datu of the Banwaon.  He 

was a leader of the Banwaon 

organization Tagdumahan. 

Members of Tagdumahan were 

distraught that even a locally 

elected government of!icial 

would be targeted by what they 

suspect to be members of a 

paramilitary group protected 

by the military stationed in 

their municipality.

The second quarter saw again 

a series of evacuations – three 

of them by the Higaonon 

community from Camansi, 

Lagonglong, Misamis Oriental, 

who were demanding the 

pullout of the military from 

their communities. On May 

1, 252 individuals evacuated 

to the Central School of 

Lagonglong after parts of their 

community were bombed by 

the military, which claimed 

that these were meant for the 

New People’s Army (NPA). 

The residents reported that 

the military cannons were 

angled to release bombs to 

their community and not at the 

forested mountains where the 

alleged NPA camp was.

June was a turning point 

in Northern Mindanao 

for the campaign against 

paramilitaries and 

militarization. Higaonon 

residents of Cabanglasan 

and Malaybalay, Bukidnon 

gathered together in front of 

the province’s capitol grounds 

Displaced Talaandig children joining their parents in a protest camp 

outside the Provincial Capitol in Malaybalay City, Bukidnon. Photo by 

RMP-NMR.

iA ritual of pledge
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and set up a camp, revealing 

that families and individuals 

have slowly been leaving their 

communities in fear of an 

armed group headed by Romulo 

Dela Mance and his brothers. 

Later on, this group was 

discovered later on to be a part 

of the Alamara, a paramilitary 

group operating in Davao del 

Sur..

According to the evacuees, the 

group had been on a killing 

spree in their communities 

since December of last year. In 

the span of half a year, the group 

had killed seven. The most 

prominent of the killings had 

been that of Frenie Landasan, 

the chairperson of the Higaonon 

Tribal Association of Dalacutan, 

Cabanglasan. Landasan had 

been accused of supporting the 

New People’s Army. For several 

years, the group had already 

been harassing the residents, 

one of the Dela Mance brothers 

holding a position in their local 

government unit. 

Because of the protest actions 

held by the evacuees, a warrant 

of arrest had been released 

against Romulo Dela Mance, 

Mario Mesto, alias Lolong 

Kumaingking, alias Mako 

Santas, and alias Enad Santos. 

But despite this, none of the 

brothers nor their subordinates 

had been arrested. In fact, 

residents say they see the group 

with the military when they 

conduct their operations.

With the evacuees still camped 

up in the Capitol Grounds 

in Malaybalay, another 

major incident erupted. Five 

Manobo civilians were killed 

in Pangantucan, Bukidnon 

following an armed encounter 

between the Armed Forces of 

the Philippines and the NPA. 

The military at �irst insisted 

that the men they killed were 

members of the NPA. But then 

proved wrong by a fact-�inding 

mission conducted by several 

Lumad and human rights 

advocates, they changed their 

tune and said that the NPA 

killed the �ive.

Despite various demands 

for justice both in the local 

and international levels, the 

government is not taking 

serious action on these matters. 

These Lumad communities 

happen to be in resource-

rich areas, targets for the 

entry of extractive industries. 

The government’s economic 

policies push for the entry of 

these companies, irrespective 

of the Lumad communities’ 

assertion for self-determined 

development. 

We are anticipating a further 

escalation of incidents. With the 

coming nationwide elections, 

many promises of politicians 

to investors are nearing their 

deadlines. The increasing 

incidences of violence towards 

the Lumad are a symptom of 

this growing urgency. But at 

the same time, the indigenous 

communities themselves are 

upping the ante of their struggle 

by conducting wider campaigns 

and seeking the support of 

different sectors. They want 

to show that while attacks 

continue against them, they 

have become more resolute in 

their �ight. ###  (This article 

is reprinted from the October 

2015 issue of Kidlap Magazine, 

the of�icial publication of RMP-

NMR.)

These Lumad communities happen to be in 

resource-rich areas, targets for the entry of 

extractive industries. The government’s economic 

policies push for the entry of these companies, 

irrespective of the Lumad communities’ assertion 

for self-determined development. 
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IN the closing of the Biblico- 
Theological Re�lection 

of the Rural Missionaries of 
the Philippines – Southern 
Mindanao Region (RMP-SMR), 
we participants coming from 
the religious and lay people, 
call for unity of our fellow 
workers to protect and walk 
in the journey of our Lumads, 
�isher folks and farmers midst 
the persecution.

We hold with deep awe and 
appreciation the work of the 
missionaries that seeks to 
empower God’s anawim – 
the peasants, �isherfolks and 
the indigenous peoples or 
Lumads – through services 
such as the development of 
Lumad schools, sustainable 
agriculture practices for self-
reliance and health programs.

Through these programs we 
have seen the dedication of 
workers, which is reciprocated 
with the empowerment of the 
Lumads and farmers who have 
gained knowledge to nurture 
their land, defend their 
ancestral domain, and pay 
back by going back to their 
communities as teachers for 
their very own tribes.

We are deeply saddened that 
such dedicated groups are met 
with persecution from this 
present government.  How the 
iron �ist of the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines have branded 
missionaries as the ‘enemy’. 
The  detention of Dominiciano 
Muya, agriculturist  of RMP 
and Salugpungan, and the 
displacement of Lumads such 
as in Talaingod and Kapalong 
Davao del Norte and White 
Culaman, Kitaotao, Bukidnon. 

We strongly 
condemn the 
recent atrocities 
happened in 
UCCP Haran, 
the burning of 
the student’s 
dormitories 
and evacuee’s 
huts were our 
Lumads are 
in sanctuary 
and also the 
killing of our IP 
student and PO leaders, Ricky 
Peñeranda, Alibando Tingkas, 
Christopher Matibay, Teresita 
Navacilla, Alejandro Laya-og, 
Ronel Paas, Jennifer Albacite.

This assembly questions our 
leader, President Benigno 
Aquino III, for allowing this 
state of fear to sweep the 
indigenous and peasant 
communities in Mindanao.  
When instead of supporting 
the parallel efforts of church 
and lay people to help the 
grassroots communities, 
instead there is now 
destruction and paralysis of 
the people’s lives happening in 
Mindanao. Instead of service 
to the poor, there is fear and 
plunder of natural resources 
in Lumad areas and God’s 
creation for pro�it.

As followers of Christ who 
walks with the poor, we 
condemn the instruments 
of greed and death.  We are 
called upon to listen to their 
cries and join them in seeking 
the light to shun away the 
dark and defend their life and 
dignity.

Let us be moved by the words 
of Pope Francis, who called for 
the Church to step out from 

the comfort of our pulpit and 
convents, and work for God’s 
call for justice for the Lumads 
and the poor and oppressed.

Let us be inspired by the 
actions of Cardinal Tagle, who 
visited and talked with the 
Lumads in their kampuhan 
in Manila, and join them in 
their calls to the current 
dispensation to pullout the 
military and disband the 
paramilitary groups from the 
Lumad communities all over 
Mindanao, restore the schools 
and farms for the Lumads.

We call upon our fellow 
workers from the Church, 
to be truly transformative 
and responsive to the poor. 
To call for this dispensation 
for accountability for the 
transgressions on the poor 
and on Creation.  Let us work 
for the Church to actively seek 
justice and transformation of 
the lives of the poor.

Let us be moved by the 
spirit of the poor that seeks 
transformation, let us be 
followers of Christ that walk 
with the poor in their search 
for justice and peace in their 
ancestral lands and farms.

UNITY STATEMENT of the Rural Missionaries of the Philippines 

Southern Mindanao Region (RMP-SMR)
BIBLICO THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION

March 9-10, 2016, MIC Retreat House, F. Torres Street, Davao City

Southern Mindanao Region

Participants of BTR from RMP-SMR. 
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Freedom and Dignity are often 
abstract concepts, until we come 
face-to-face with the Lumad – 
learning about their cries, their 
struggles. It’s been a long time 
that they were suffering, yet no-
one knew about their situation. 
We are the same Filipino people, 
yet they seem different from us. 
They were, and are continually 
oppressed by the rich and 
powerful, by strong institutions, 
yet their spirits have grown 
stronger in !ighting for justice.  
Some were already old and yet, 
as if they were so young that 
no-one knew them. They were so 
rich in many things and yet, as 
if they were so poor. They were 
just near, yet they seem so far 
away.  

These were my feelings when I 
!irst met them and heard their 
stories. Listening from them 
woke me up from my senses, 
energized me and moved me 
to action. I came to know them 
when they visited and shared 
their stories in our seminary. 
They were in the middle of 

con!lict. They became objects 
of greediness and sel!ishness 
- by those who oppress them, 
wanting even, to get their lands 
and properties.  They became 
subjects of innocent killings, 
martyrdom and development 
aggression. Who are their 
enemies? Who wanted them 
killed?

I realized that the perpetrators 
are the very same institutions 
that are supposed to be helping 
them. No-one can ever say s/he 
is too young, that s/he cannot 
do anything or too old that s/
he cannot act.  Learning about 
their stories impels us to act and 
respond. They need help, trust 
and assistance.  They are the 
same people like many others, 
continuously needing our help 
materially and spiritually. They 
are counting on us in !ighting for 
justice and against militarization.

Lumad elders and leaders are 
being killed, ambushed by 
state forces and their militias. 
By whose command? Only the 
perpetrators seem not to know. 
Until now, the struggle continues, 
the con!licts are not yet over. 
Everyone is always invited to 
promote peace and order. 

Election is coming. Poor and 
marginalized people are 
mostly the topic and center 
of propaganda of local and 
national candidates. They 
appear concerned in changing 
their situations, seemingly 
wanting to empower them. 
But will there really be change 
forthcoming? Will they deliver 
on their promises, and guarantee 
ful!illment of our needs and 
hopes after voting for them, or 
will they just forget everything 
after the election? These are the 
challenges being thrown to those 
aspiring candidates, challenges 
that remain to be seen and felt.

We do not need to wait for 
the candidates in helping our 
brothers and sisters, who are 
suffering from seclusion and 
poverty.  We all have power to 
help. We don’t need to be elected 
in order to extend our hands to 
our neighbors. Position doesn’t 
change the way we help - it might 
change peoples’ impression, 
yet the most valuable to them is 
one’s presence and assurance of 
transformation. 

Our Lumad brothers and sisters 
are waiting. 

Contribution

Awakened
By Joseph Albert DG Reyes, CMF

Literary

THE CRY OF A LUMAD IS ALSO MINE
By Joseph Albert DG Reyes, CMF

One cannot just be awakened and do nothing, because 
we are asked to do something. 

One cannot just close his eyes, cover his ears and 
refuse to listen,

Because no one can stand alone and bear one’s 
deafening silence.

The innocent killings all over the place, 

Militarization, impunity and injustices abound. 

Everyone is asked to wake-up and act, for we are one 
community. 

One cannot live alone nor die for many,

Without fruits, his/her life will be without meaning,

Peace, Love and Justice are all we need, hoping, that 
others will also heed.

The cries of the poor - are our anguish, their hunger, 
ours.

Their burned houses and frightened teachers, belong 
to us.

And we are one with those who sacri!iced their lives, 
those who volunteered for life. 

Justice for us and to our families!

Wake up and help our dreams!

Give us a place to sing our hymns!
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The Task Faith Re!lection 

(TFR) sessions started 

March 4 - 5,2016 with RMP 

Visayas leading comprising the 

Eastern, Central and Western 

Visayas members, held at  the 

San Roque Parish in Cordova 

Cebu. It is being administered 

by an MSC priest Fr. Roman 

Alaan who has a heart for 

the !isher folks. The parish is 

located at the tip of Lapu-lapu 

island and majority of the 

parishioners are !isher folks 

whose organization has been 

in existence and experienced 

various harassments of varying 

degrees since  the conjugal 

dictatorship. 

RMP Visayas decided to  hold 

the faith re!lection there for 

the main reason that the !isher 

folks organization (PAMATI-A) 

af!iliated with PAMALAKAYA 

national is undergoing 

threats and the institutional 

church can be a great help. 

The Archdiocese of Cebu 

newly formed Commission 

on Social Advocacies together 

with RMP Central Visayas are 

partners in responding to the 

issue of the !isher folks.  The 

participants  were mostly 

women religious and clergy 

from the Diocese of Cebu, lay 

church leaders from Eastern 

Visayas, from the Diocese of 

Tagbilaran Bohol and  from 

Negros. Prior to the formal 

TFR, an immersion was made 

to the coastal area where the 

reclamation was undergoing 

i.e. the covering with soil the 

mangroves as SM management  

will again put up another 

huge mall. On another side of 

the coast, a huge “back hoe” 

equipment was demolishing 

the mangroves  and truckloads 

of soil was being hauled to 

cover the shallow portion.  The 

plan is to make the  area a “golf 

course” owned by a Korean 

businessman who got married 

to a lady from Cordova. 

After the immersion with 

the !isher folks, faith sharing 

among the participants 

followed. Majority were moved 

with the situation especially 

that the !isher folks source of 

livelihood depended on !ishing, 

now it is being destroyed to 

give way to big businessmen 

and capitalists. Some families 

were being offered by SM 

educational scholarship for 

their children but majority of 

them did not accept, except for 

a few, as they were aware that 

it is just a “band-aid” solution. 

After hearing the RMP input 

the Commission on Social 

Advocacies of the Archdiocese 

of Cebu the National Situation 

and Pope Francis’ Encyclical 

Laudato Si, the  women 

religious and the lay church 

leaders expressed their opinion 

by connecting the experience of  

the immersion with the !isher 

folks and the encyclical: that 

it increased their faith, were 

enlightened  to do something 

concrete, strengthened their 

commitment in response to the 

Pope’s challenge to care for the 

people and the environment 

since we are all interconnected.  

The next region who had their 

Task Faith Re!lection (TFR) 

was RMP CARAGA, March 

Biblico-Theological Re�lection

Call and Challenge of God’s Anawim : The Journey Does Not End

by Sr. Francis Aňover, rsm, RMP National Coordinator
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6-8,2016 held at Brgy. Bugsay 

Cortes Tandag Surigao Sur. 

The participants  came from 

the Diocese of Butuan and the 

Diocese of Tandag including 

active lay church leaders 

from the two dioceses. Before 

proceeding to the venue in 

Bugsay, the participants !irst 

visited the Lumad evacuees at 

the Tandag Sports Complex, 

where we listened to updates 

of their situation including 

the organic vegetable garden 

they are tending within the  

evacuation ground. The women 

religious became aware of the 

situation or were updated of 

the plight of the Lumads i.e. 

their displacement from their 

ancestral land. 

The input on the national 

peasant situation, the 

environmental situation of 

CARAGA particularly on mining 

and Pope Francis’ Laudato Si 

was very much appreciated by 

the participants, after which 

they were grouped into four 

(4) for the faith re!lection. 

Based on the sharing made, 

they expressed gratitude as 

the activity enriched their faith 

especially the inputs which 

enlightened them vis-à-vis the 

environment that we are all 

interconnected. 

The mining operations  going 

on in the region is a big threat 

to the people in CARAGA and 

in particular the displaced 

indigenous people i.e. the 

Lumads  whose ancestral lands 

are being grabbed from them 

by the  multinational mining 

companies using the military.

RMP Southern Mindanao 

Region  was the next who had 

their Task Faith Re!lection 

(TFR) March 9-10, 2016 held at 

the MIC Retreat House in Davao 

City. Participants were church 

people i.e. clergy, women 

religious as well as lay church 

leaders from the Diocese of Mati 

and the Diocese of Davao.

The participants were moved 

with pity after listening to the 

national peasant situation 

as well as the sharing from 

peasant leaders  testimonies 

of moving stories from Davao 

del Norte, Compostela, Davao 

Oriental and  that of the Datu 

from Talaingod Davao who is  

now an evacuee in Haran Davao.  

The women religious became 

aware of the peasants & Lumad 

situation that they are displaced 

from their source of livelihood, 

due to intense militarization.

The  Biblico-Theological 

Re!lection input to connect the 

social reality of the peasants 

and the Lumads vis-avis 

the words of God from the 

Bible was very challenging, 

as the  participants  became 

more aware to respond  to  

“God’s Anawim”  cry for help. 

Furthermore, they were 

challenged to journey with them 

for justice, peace  and “fullness 

of life”  posed by God’s words 

from Scriptures, particularly 

from the book of Exodus. The 

women religious and lay church 

leaders’ opinion  changed when 

they  listened to the peasant 

situation and their testimonies 

made the  difference  about 

God’s words from Scriptures 

that  enlightened them to 

continue their journey in 

empowering the poor peasants 

and Lumads. 
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Join FORP! 

The Friends of the Rural Poor (FoRP)  is part of the Peasant Advocacy   Work (PAW) program of the RMP.  It is  based on RMP’s commitment to  

“encourage and motivate people of good will, especially church people, to work  and commit  themselves to the struggle  of the rural poor and to 

contribute to the  social transformation towards becoming  a Church of the Poor” (PCP II). 

Be a peasant advocate. Serve the rural poor.


